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Six meetings of the Parish Council were held during the year, as scheduled. 
 
Changes  
 
There were no changes to the members of the Council during the year and I wish to thank 
all participants for their work and effort.  The five councillors standing for re-election on 7 
May 2015 were elected for a 4 year period with the election being uncontested. Two 
vacancies for councillor remain un-filled.  
On behalf of the Parish Council I should like to thank Peter Bellfield who retired as a District 
Councillor for the Otley ward at the last election for his support over many years of 
representing Clopton at SCDC and (no doubt) as a Clopton resident.  At the same time I am 
pleased to welcome Tony Fryatt as our new District Councillor for the Grundisburgh ward 
following the boundary re-organisation.  Since Tony is also one of our Parish Councillors, 
Clopton continues to enjoy a kind of vicarious direct representation at SCDC. 
 
Training 
 
The Parish Clerk completed the SALC course for new clerks. 
 
Accounts 
 
Total receipts for the year amounted to £5,453.94, of which £3,700 came from the Precept, 
£168.36 from the Council Tax Support Grant, £1273.22 as fête income, £144.10 VAT refund  
and the remainder from  sundry other sources. 
Total gross expenditure amounted to £4,319.37, including £1,033.10 fête and charitable 
disbursements. 
The precept for 2015/16 remains unchanged for the 3rd successive year.  The last tranche of 
the Council Tax Support Grant amounting to some £60 should be paid in 2015-16, after 
which it will cease.  Since the Parish Council has saved this grant rather than spend it, it is 
anticipated that the precept can be held at the current level for a number of years yet, 
barring unforeseen circumstances. 
The amount of £200 will be spent in the current financial year to repair the parish notice 
boards which were vandalised during March. 
  
Planning Applications 
 
Four new planning applications were received during the year, three of which were 
approved and one was withdrawn.  In addition, there was one removal and variation of 
conditions to a previous application. 
 
Events, Topics & Issues 
 
The incidence of flooding re-occurred in Shop Road.  Further drain and pipe clearing work 
was undertaken by SCC during 1Q15 including the previously untreated drain running under 



the B1078 and the pipe under the concrete road,  Cllr Yallop having previously cleared out 
the drainage ditch running alongside the village hall boundary which flows into this pipe.  
The solid drain cover in Shop Road outside Ancient House was replaced earlier this month 
by a grid to allow the ponding water to drain into the drain below.  Altogether it is hoped 
that this work will substantially resolve the flooding problem, although further work to the 
private drain in Shop Road might be necessary.  
 
SCC repainted the badly worn road markings at the staggered junction at Potash Corner. 
 
Traffic Speed:  The section of the B1078 which passes through Clopton is subject to the 
national speed limits for a single carriageway road.  At the request of the Parish Council, the 
Police arranged for a speed recording device to be placed close to the Shop Road junction 
for one week during June 2014.  This recorded a total of 19,203 vehicle movements, 4,420 
of which were travelling at 50 mph or more, being one approximately every 2 minutes 
around the clock on average.  There have been 3 traffic accidents in this vicinity since April 
2014, all of which have been in some measure speed related.  The Parish Council made 
representation to the SCC Cabinet which reviewed the criteria for imposing speed limits at 
its December meeting.   The Council will take this matter forward via SaViD, the safer village 
driving forum of which Clopton is a member. 
 
The number of villages participating in Speedwatch has increased to ten.  An annual levy of 
£25 per council per annum commencing with 2015-16 was successfully introduced in order 
to fund its on-going running and development, though 2 contributions remain outstanding.   
After due debate, Clopton Parish Council decided that the future development of 
Speedwatch would be better served by another parish with more resources taking over as 
the sponsoring council.  The interest of the other participating councils was duly solicited 
and we were informed yesterday that Westerfield Parish Council, as a very active user of the 
scheme is keen to undertake this role.  Clopton will formally decide on this transfer at the 
ensuing council meeting. 
 
The Police Safer Neighbourhood Team held its regular priority setting meeting in Clopton for 
the first time on 8 April 2015.  Among other items agreed, parking infringements at the Shop 
Road/Rouse Hall junction will continue to be monitored, as will the village hall car park 
following signs of damage from handbrake turns.  
 
The village fête held at the Village Hall on 22 June 2014 was a great success, raising some 
£1,275 which was shared between Macmillan Cancer Support and the village hall.  Following 
this success, the organisers agreed to hold the fete again this year on 21 June 2015.   
 

The Council remains most appreciative that Della Hughes continues to run the Clopton News 
email, the village website and produce the Clopton Newsletter, now reduced to one copy a 
year due to a paucity of contribution, which are highly regarded in the village. 
 
 
 
C A Angwin        21 May 2015 
Chairman 


